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spoken of his grandfather (col. 1. p. 539), his great-grandfather (vol. I. p. 225l;> his
son Nur ad-Din Arslan Shah [col. I. p. 174), and other members of the family.
Farther on, we shall give an article on his father (Uaud&J). When his father died,
Saif ad-Din Ghazi [vol. II p. 441), the eldest son, succeeded to the throne. His
brothers were Masud and Imad ad-Din Zinki, lord of Sinjar [vol. I. p. 541). Izz
ad-Din Masud held the post of commander in chief of the troops, in the lifetime of
his brother Ghazi. When the sultan Salah ad-Din left Egypt, subsequently to the
death of al-Malik al-Aadil Nur ad-Din Mahmud (p. 338 of this vol.), and laid siege to
Aleppo after occupying Damascus, Ghazi was filled with apprehension: he felt that
the power of the sultan had now become immense and that he would acquire the
sovereign authority, were he allowed to take possession of Syria. He therefore
equipped a large army, and, having placed it under the orders of bis brother Izz ad-
Din Masud, he sent it to combat Salah ad-Din and expel him from the country.
When this intelligence reached Salah ad-Din, he decamped from Aleppo on the
first of Rajab, A. H. 570 (Jan. A. D. 1175), and proceeded to Emessa. He then
took the citadel of Emessa, having already occupied the city itself, on the first of the
first Jumada of that year (Nov.), when marching from Damascus to Aleppo. Izz ad-
Din Masud then arrived at Aleppo for the ostensible purpose of giving assistance to
his cousin al-Malik as-Sahh Ismail, the son of Nur ad-Din, who was then lord of that
city, but their real intention was to prevent Salah ad-Din from extending his domi-
nation over the whole country. Having been joined by the troops of Aleppo, Izz ad-
Din continued his march, at the head of a numerous army, and reached Kuran,
[near) Hamat, whither Salah ad-Din had already advanced to meet him* As the latter
wished to come to an amicable arrangement, he opened a correspondence with his
adversaries, but all his efforts were useless. The two princes imagined that they
might attain, by risking a battle, the principal object which they had in view, but
fate leads to things which none can foresee. Both parties having come to an enga-
gement, the army of Izz ad-Din was defeated, and a number of his principal officers
were taken prisoners, but Afterwards received their liberty from the sultan. This
celebrated encounter took place on Sunday, the 19th of Ramadan (April, A. D. 1175).
Having routed his enemies, the sultan marched against Aleppo and encamped, for
the second time, under its walls. Al-Mahk as-Salih Ismail then obtained peace, on
condition of leaving to Salah ad-Din the towns of al-Maarra, Kafratab, andBarin.
Salah ad-Din then raisfed the siege. The history of these events would lead us too